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Hall & Oates, Shakatak, 
Paul McCartney, 
DepecheMode 
& many more 












































































We offered you the chance to have your questions put to Soft Cell and you responded with 
several sacks of mail. Pete Silverton sorted through the sack, steamedoff all the rare stamps 
and took the best questions along to Marc Almond. Location photography by Virginia Turbett. 




SOFT CELLO 


U 


Marc Almond was late. He'd 

himself around a selection of 
liquids at one of the nightclubs 
he so adores. His eyes — despite 
the mascara — looked like they'd 
have preferred an early night 
with a cup of Ovaltine and an 
undemanding book. 

purple, patterned head 


"sort ofs", "likes" and "stuffs" 
than anyone I've ever talked to. 

Q: Will you marry me? I'm 
only going to ask you once 
so it's your own fault if I go 
out with Phil Oakey. 

(Lucy Stanyer, Baswich, Staffs). 
A: Weeeell. I'll have to think very 
seriously about saving you from 
Phil Oakey. It's really flattering. 
I'm just getting over from being 


Q: Did you get into fights at 
school? Did you win any? 

(Nancy Hogg, Norwich, Norfolk). 
A: Yes, and I still do get into 
fights. Not intentionally but 
things often end up in a brawl. I 
was the smallest in my class at 
school. Not one of the 
football/rugby-type crowd so I 
used to get picked on. But often I 
could give as good as I got and 
often I'd start the fight before 
they did. 


(Cyndi Duff in, Croydon, Surrey). 
A: Definitely a leggy blonde. I 
like very tall model-type girls. 
I've got a fear of redheads. They 

uncomfortable. I can't often cope 


A: I reckon I could probably eat 
about five without being sick. I 
could eat six but I'd feel really 
sick afterwards. 

Q: Is it true that you went to 






































































































FLYING THROUGH THE NIGHT 
FLOATING ON THE WING 
TO THE CITY LIGHTS 
NIGHTBIRDS 

WITH THE LOVE THEY BRING 


FLYING THROUGH THE NIGHT 
FLOATING ON THE WING 
TO THE CITY LIGHT 
NIGHTBIRDS 

WITH THE LOVE THEY BRING 


SLOWLY THEY DESCEND 
THROUGH THE DARKENED SKY 
TO THE NIGHT AGAIN 
NIGHTBIRDS 

KISS THE DAY GOODBYE 


FLYING THROUGH THE NIGHT 
FLOATING ON THE WING 
TO THE CITY LIGHTS 
NIGHTBIRDS 

WITH THE LOVE THEY BRING 


SLOWLY THEY DESCEND 
THROUGH THE DARKENED SKY 
TO THE NIGHT AGAIN 
NIGHTBIRDS 

KISS THE DAY GOODBYE 


MUSIC BY W. SHARPE/R. ODELL 
PERMISSION SKRATCH MUSIC L' 
i POLYDOR RECORDS 
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So. It's your seventeenth birthday and your first record enters the charts. How do you 
celebrate? Unpop a few corks of funny pop at some flash West End eaterie? Buy a matching 
pair ofMaseratis? Or how's about half a pound of grapes and a bottle of warm lucozade? 
That's how Sheila Chandra of Monsoon found herself placed when a sudden attack of 
appendicitis put her in Kings College Hospital for a week and prevented her from appearing 
on TOTP. Still, she'll no doubt make it with the next Monsoon single. Entitled "Shakti (The 
Meaning Of Within)", it should be released in June. 
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signings o\ 
•lore like a 




flowing freely < 

tide greater the_,_ w _ 

extremely buoyant, due mainly 
to the worldwide sales of Human 
League records. Virgin have 
inked deals with the 
Liverpudlian 

synthesiser-powered rock group 
China Crisis. Tom Verlaine — 
onetime leader of the late 70s 
American underground group 
Television — and The Culture 
Club, an outrageous-looking 
bunch who've sprung from a 
clothes shop round the back of 
Carnaby Street. Alert readers of 
these pages will recall 
dreadlocked warbler George 


of amusing hats Saxa is no 
longer a full-time member of The 
Beat. He'll still be working with 
jwhere is the the boys in the studio from time 
r iroin. Still to time but for live work he's been 
replaced by Mr Wesley 


provided the horn solos on such 
Hazel O'Connor tunes as 'Will 
You?". At the time of writing The 


old mates Lir . 
group with whom he shares a 
producer. Bob Carter. 

what's happening on the street," 
Junior told us over the phone 
from New York,” whereas Bob 
' middle class white 


where. 01 


je 13, he v 


medley 
m then!). 
14-year-old white rasta vocalist 
Amos is also a prominent 
member of the line-up. 

Chrysalis have been shopping 
too. Deals have been signed with 
King Trigger, a fiercely 
rhythmic and ultra-fashionable 
pop group, and Norwich berserk 
funk outfit. The Higsons. 

And lastly, there's Decca. 
They've procured Vic Godard, 


All those with access to a video 
and a taste for Soft Cell . start 

40-minute compilation of their 
best-known videos will be out in 
the shops. It features such family 
faves as "Tainted Love". "Say 
Hello. Wave Goodbye". 
"Bedsitter". "What", 
"Memorabilia" and — likely as 
not — their latest single. 'Torch", 
which features the vocal delights 
of a lady called Cindy Ecstacy, a 
New York rapping artiste. For 
further information on the above 
lady and her place in Marc 


Riva Records are re-releasing 
(yet again) Rod Stewart's 

deeply tedious "Sailing" in 
response to public demand. 
Whether this has been provoked 
by the progress of the fleet on its 
• The Falklands or is 



on May 7 with a new single called "Breaking The Back Of Love". They'll 
also be embarking on a short tour of the Scottish highlands prior to the 
45's release, beginning at Dunfermline on April 19 and continuing as 
follows: Aviemore (30). Tain (May 1), Wick (3) and Dundee (4). 














































































MORE HITS THAN AN 
ELEPHANT'S MEMORY 


SWEET AS ANUT ANDSO'S THE PRICE 










THIRD WORLD 


‘Try Jah Love’ is taken from 
Third World’s latest album, 
‘You’ve Got The Power.’ 

Also featuring 

‘You’re Playing Us Too Close’- 


the chart single i third world i 

——you ve got the power 


written and produced by Stevie Wonder 


Album: CBS 8S563 
sette: CBS 40-85563 
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Reviewed by 

MARTIN FRY 

(of ABC) 

irtrktiirtrk 


SINGLES 


(Rough Trade) 


ig. The 


_imped, remodelled Scritti 

Politti deliver a slinky 
desert-island-shore, 
pineapple-sky soundtrack. The 

hop, a jump and a skip beat 

vocal arrangement that?akes my 
breath away. Words like 
"righteous, testify and faith" do 
not a soul record make but this is 




el Good ^ THE MOB: No Doves Fly 


Chic's "I Want Your Love" b 


finish. Endgames are devotees of 
the self-professed Enjoyment 
Club; I enjoyed the piano solo, 1 

Endgames get a mix that gives 

1F7 .Voi 

iSh 



g ; do you get the picture 

some of the most leaden and 
sluggish music you can expect to 
hear and grandiose power 
chords. Music to tie-dye T-shirts 
to, wrapped up in a swell 


E.P. (Riot City Records) 

By my calculations, nine minutes 
and fifteen seconds of Vice Squad 
music on a 4-track EP that spells 
value for money but little i ’ 


aning songs in which 


Vice Squad point th 
finger at violence a 
abuse. Admirable. But now my 
finger points at you. Like The 
Mob. it's music that's so dated it's 


The song that opens Mari 
Wilson's action-packed stage 
show. A big budget extravaganza 


the cast of thousands that make it 
all possible—that's Harry, Barry, 
Gary,Cary,Larry. . .andJim. 
Hank, Kurt. Wilbur. Candideand 


THE CLASH: Know Your 
Rights (CBS) 

Never ever thought I'd feel this 
way about The Clash. On the 
strength of this record they mean 
nothing to me. A consumer's 
guide to hypocrisy and brutality 
with a jaunty backbeat, tin-pot 
rigid bass and drum, fear of 
melody and toy town terrorism. 
What's up? They had the power to 
deliver chelsea boot in face. "It 
has been suggested in some 
quarters that this is not enough!" 
However Joe Strummer sounds in 
hot. throaty form. Maybe I expect 
too much from The Clash. 

TONI BASIL: Nobody 



You will by now be near familiar 
with Toni Basil via "Mickey". This 


D TRAIN: Walk On By (Epic) 

Too concerned with disco-theque 
pyrotechnics to do justice to a 

to matter. The relaxed tempo and 
distinctive D Train bass sound 
plus a powerful vocal, tum 


a close friend's physique. Queer 
do their darnedest to supply a 
near-nude backing track for 
Freddie's stuff. The cover's a lift] 


or otherwise; however I predict a 



arch-intellectual. Straddled on a 
reggae backdrop that's as big a 
yawn as the last Boomtown Rats 
disc, and peppered with horns, 
this looks very much like a hit. 

‘ mied my copy it's 


TAT LARRY'S BAND: Act 
Like You Know (W.M.O.T.) 

7 out of 10. Initially I'd got high 
hopes, what with Larry and the 
gang decked out in such wacky 

Acquits itself well, high on 
rhythm: low on song. Slim 
Pickens. Can I go home now 
please? 

THE FALL: Look Now 
(Kamera) 

Still stroppy after all these years. 
Now more than ever. My brother 
Jamie respects The Fall like no 
other group. On "Look Now" Mark 
Riley takes the microphone and 
duets with Mark I., Mr. M. Smith. 
It's underproduced and 
undernourished. I can't always 


n good authority that 
Shakey's taste in clothes is 
matched by my own. Nothing too 


honky-tonk pianos and jangly 
guitars. Perky. Shakin' Stevens 
sounds like he enjoys making 
records and that sets him apart 
from 95% of the other acts on 
display today. 


The opening duplicc 
Duran's "Girls On Film", the rest 
features feigned anger and 

section that makes The Fingers 
sound like a second generation 
Jam or third generation Haircut 
100, whichever way you want to 
look at it. The line that goes "shut 

unconvincing. This is the fi 
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I too 


nearly perfect, as dan 
perfect as a record car 
have pondered upon i 
meaning of love. Have you r 

Brilliant 


imbysoi 


]. Pointless and sad. 


Bntasy Island 

(live) 

Diluted Abba but undoubtedly a 
hit. But let the nation decide. If 
Steve stands inbetween Julie 
and Denise, and if Julie and 
Denise rub themselves against 
Steve, it should be no problem. 
My fantasy is to play piano like 
Anne Dudley did on "Poison 
Arrow" and she plays on this, 
impeccably. The song goes 
around and around and beats 


BRANDI WELLS: What Goes 
Around And Around 

(W.M.O.T.) 

Shoot the lyricist, applaud the 
singer. A marvellous record. 
Sounds like Donna Summer in 
slow motion. Brandi Wells makes 
it sound easy. She also makes a 
dumber-than-dumb lyric 
(involving profundities such as 
"what goes up must come 
down") sound profound. Pound 
for pound a pearl. 

DEPECHE MODE: The 
Meaning Oi Love (Mute) 
Elegant. When Vince Clarke left, 
it seemed Depeche Mode would 
be without a melody maker but 
"See You" proved otherwise. This 
confirms that. It's watertight and 


Instead, I get a paper sleeve 
which says "7" single", and that 
is clearly stating the obvious. 


Starts with a wolf man Diamond 
Dog shriek. No doubt you 
jmber "O Superman"; on 


ST. WINIFRED'S SCHOOL 
CHOIR: Welcome John Paul 
(EMI) 

"The off 

Pope Jol_ 

1982." This is religion. If he hears 
it he may want to go home 
Romeward smartish, without 
even buying Duty Frees. This sort 
of thing used to win "Opportunity 
Knocks". St. Winifred's School 
Choir are probably recording the 
follow-up. "Welcome Child Of 
Charles and Diana", right this 

says a chart certainty. 

CANDI STATON: Suspicious 
Minds (Sugarhill) 

A powerful \ ' 



This girl can sing. Not your 
regular hit parade fodder by any 
stretch of the imagination, much 
as I'd like it to be. But worth your 
attention. The A-side's 

so too the B-side, where Carmel's 
tough and tender tonsils get a 
hold of the Anne Peebles song "I 
Can't Stand The Rain". Killing 
me softly with her song. Carmel 
sounds like she means business. 
A rare talent and a great record. 

KID CREOLE AND THE 
COCONUTS: I'm A 
Wonderful Thing (Ze) 

The Kid's suffered the slings and 
arrows of big newspaper 
wig-out. Forget all the ballyhoo 
about him being the next Bob 
Dylan in a zoot suit and enjoy a 
great record. August Darnell 


dent form, parts of 
>nt of 'lack In The 


Box" by Raydio (correct mi_ 

wrong. I'm no expert). He even 
lets you into the intimacies of hi: 
address book but only gets as fai 
as A. Shame. Next record. 
HAZEL O'CONNOR: That's 
Life (Albion) 

That's Life. Too • 


oo right Haz 
i the belle o 


ballad. Even production from the 
near-legendary Tony Visconti 
fails to ignite what is basically a 
pretty dull song. Hook line and 
sinker. I don't really know what 
I'm meant to do with this record. 


de-Buggles the myth of televi 


the biggest sn 
known to mankind and is crisp 
and crystal clear. Recorded 
August 1981 and quite probably a 
blueprint for the production 
techniques that surface on 
records he has made with Dollar, 
Philip Japp and a group called 
ABC. Be-jewelled with clarinet. 
Just remember the verb to 
buggle. 
















ycoo Park LABEL: Immediate 
I BY: Stuart Wright Dagenhar 


Overbridge of sighs 
To rest my eyes in sh 


lofgreH 


What did you do there? 

V?hat d?d you feel there’ 

Well I cried 

But why the tears there? 

Tell you why 
Chorus 

It's all too beautiful 
It's all too beautiful 
It's all too beautiful 
It's all too beautiful 

Gethurg^uMeed the ducks with a 

They all com* out 
To groove about 
Be nice and have fun in the sun 

I'll tell you what I'll do (what will§|| 

I'd dice to go there now with you 
You can miss out school (won't that 

Why go to learn the words of fools 

What will we do there? 

We'll get high 

essE? 


sission United 





travel for the 
MB50 and 135mm of 
travel for the 
MT50, and feature 
proper damping, 
unlike a lot of other 
lightweights. 

Like the forks, the 
five-way adjustable- 
• preload laid-down 
shocks at the rear 
feature proper 
damping, with 90mm 
' of travel for the MB50 
and 125mm of travel on the MT50. 

Lightweight price. Heavyweight 
specification. 

At around /f 
90mpg‘you l 
can laugh at j. 
the Arabs, 
and with 

of £340 " 
for the MT50 and £351 for the 
MB50 you can laugh at the finance 
companies. 

And if you're still not convinced, 
here are some more features normally 
found on bigger bikes, front disc 
brake, Comstar wheels, rev counter 
and handlebar fairing on the MB50. 
and Enduro styling, high level exhaust 
and knobbly tyres on the MT50. 

The MB50 and MT50. Serious 
bikes for serious bikers. 


You'd love to sling a leg over the 
new CBllOOR, or our 
V-four VF750S, or maybe 
one of our meaty dual 
purpose bikes like the 
XL500R. Perhaps, ever 
the0X500Turbo. 

Only problem is, 
you're sixteen and the 
people at Westminster 
won't let you. 

But you can still be 
part of the Honda legend. 

With the MB50 and 
MT50, The same 
technology and crafts¬ 
manship that went into 
creating our faster bikes 
went into creating these two 

Little engine. Big thinking. 

You could be forgiven for thinking 
that, as the engine has to be restricted 
to keep it legal in Britain, we mightn't 
have given it our all. 

On the contrary 
rjThe 49cc reed- 
g valve induction 
1} single-cylinder two- 
"T> stroke engine 
\ features a care- 
\ fully developed 
7 'bell-shaped 
£ combustion 
chamber for efficient combustion. The 
inlet features the same jet stream port 
scavenging system that was developed 
on our works motocrossers, and ignition 


like some of the bigger bikes, is CDI with 
no points to adjust or replace. 

No need to worry about mixing 
petrol and oil either, as it's all done 
automatically by a throttle-linked 
pump that meters out just the right 
amount of oil for every throttle setting. 
And, typical of our engineering 
thoroughness, we were the first 
manufacturer to fit a two-stroke motor 
with a balancer shaft to smooth out 
high frequency vibrations. 

Lightweight handling. Heavyweight 
technology. 
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THE BOV 

NICK HEYWARD ISN’T YET TWENTY ONE. HE LIKES TO WEAR 
YACHTING GEAR, HE’S GOT A THING ABOUT TRACTORS AND 
HE LIVES AT HOME WITH HIS PARENTS. 

HE ALSO WRITES BRILLIANT POP SONGS. 

“MAKES YOU SICK,” SAYS MARK ELLEN. 


he hadn't got anyone to go with, 
he took oil for Greece tor a week 
with an old Australian friend 
called Fran. Tve known her 

They arrived in Thessaloniki 
expecting much sunshine, sand 
and surf and were rather peeved 
to find the place full of concrete 
tower blocks, freezing cold and 
with no trace of the briny in 
sight. "Like turning up in 
Glasgow with a bucket and 
spade." he reflects soberly. 

To the Islands) they resolved. 

ne crusty old raft 


These and other tales Nick 
relates while scurrying around 
the living-room of his parents' 
basement flat. He seems totally 
unaware of the small crowd of 
teenage girls gazing down from 

spotted him through the window. 
He vanishes into his bedroom, 
rummages around amid neat 
piles of spare knitwear, riding 
boots, a guitar, books like "The 
Beatles Forever" and a lifting bar 
~' : * u — 5 - u *~ "only for show" 


Finally they chanced upon 
some secluded cove in southern 
Crete when the waiter (Greek 
chap) comes breezing along and 
goes: “Aaaah. Boooy meeets 
geeerl! You musta send me your 
records!" and then tries to talk 
Nick into flogging his Sony 


»d, actually. Not bad going 


-le featuring a "blatant pop" 

ice-rink organ and Nick on 
harmonica — all with the aid of 
his longest-standing sidekick, 
Les Nemes, who's plucking at a 
bass guitar on the sofa. 

Fran and Nick's Mum and Dad 
look in at intervals, begging him 
to play a demo version of "Sunny 
Boy, Sunny Girl" — the likely 
follow-up to "Fantastic Day” — 
which they all understandably 

But there’s no shifting him. 



firmly locked into a 

-Digging up 

—_at his old photo 
dusting down memoriei 


world of his u.. 
tapes, pulling < 

albums, dustin.,- 

of various uncharted ■ 
Heyward history. 


cted, in the light 

from tractors to forgotten cartoon 
characters, that he must have 
grown up in a cross between a 
'60s TV serial and a Hamley's 
window display, and I soon 
discover that I’m not far wrong. 
When his family left Brixton, 

Dad became the boss of a toy 
factory in Beckenham. The house 
was overflowing with the latest 
products. Space hoppers, 
chopper-bikes, the works. His 
parents and h : —**—|“ 

army of toys and his beloved 
Thunderbirds and Marine Boy on 
the telly, Nick' ’ ~ 

a «? 0 h ; 




as. stick knives 


he recalls with some relis^/’Pete 
used to paint Action Men but I 
preferred bananas. Why? ‘Cos if 
you dropped an Action Man it 


withdrew their grant, the factory 
went bust, they lost the house 


"It brought me right down to 
earth. Everything went." he says, 
"including my Mum's white 
Triumph Spitfire which I would 
have inherited. I remember 
going to ring up a friend one day 
and realising that we didn't have 

His Dad got a job as the 
caretaker of a Club, and 16 
year-old Nick secured a year's 

Oxford Street art studio, which 
basically meant "cleaning the 
loos and making tea". He used to 
sit up all night practising 
handlettering and designs which 
everyone seemed to admire but 
never got him promoted. 

Frustrated, he transferred 
these skills to his other real love. 


the result being a colour poster 
— emblazoned with a bright 
yellow fork-lift truck — 
advertising a band with the 
ridiculous name of Smakky Robo 
Dandy. This was, in fact, Nick, 
Les Nemes and two mates, Rob 
and Tim. They never actually 
performed; merely loafed about 


Mere minutes later they'd 
become the (almost) legendary 
Rugby, whose greatest claim to 
*-is Leslie’s laughable 


number called "Tee] w 
Marriage". To wit: " Teenage 
marriage is a funny thing/You 
wake up smelling and she'll get 
you a bin/To sling yer clothes 
in/And a handful of Vim from the 
neighbours." 

'1 try and use words that 
haven't been used in songs 
before," he says. "Words like 
'Toblerone', and 'triangles', and 
'lemon'. I've never seen the word 
'Toblerone' in a love song before I 


downright embarrassing. "These 
'jazz chords' as you call them. I 
don't know what they are. 
F-major-seventh-diminished- 
ninth or something. Somebody 


After Rugby, Nick admits, "we 
got serious". They resurfaced as 
The Boat Party, then Captain 
Pennyworth, then Moving 
England, and finally managed to 


before signing to Aristc 
Brideshead Revisited. All wicker 
hampers, polo mallets and pith 

And since then, merely 18 
months later, bow ties and 
knee-high socks have been 

as their deliciously witty and 
enjoyable records. The Haircuts 
have been ri 
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something little, like you'd fancy 
them because they had a side 
parting. Never an overall look." 

The current Haircut mode, he 
admits, will be in for remodelling 
before the release of their second 
LP. And before that they'll 
hopefully be embarking on a 
bold new enterprise co-written 
by Nick and comedian Chris 
Langham. "A black comedy TV 
adventure series set in a marina 
in which everything goes wrong. 
And nothing to do with The 
Monkees. I really don't know 
where the papers got that quote 

It's based, unsurprisingly, on 
all the TV slots to which Nick was 
so helplessly addicted in his 
youth. Mainly Marine Boy, the 
'60s cartoon boy wonder who 


dives heroically into the water 
only to find the tide's out". Blair 
plays a stunt-man equally 
ill-fated, who's chased by a 


plays only '50s stuff. Jan a: 

get things like The Fun Ba 
Three." Les is a very unrel 
holiday arranger who's 


all set to start in Malta, in 
mid-June. 

Very sensibly. Nick wants to 
try and keep this project as 
separate as possible from 
Haircut One Hundred, the band, 
and thus — between the two — 
keep his horizons as wide as he 
can. He says he's seen at least 
one person paint themselves into 
a comer recently and he doesn't 
want to fall into the same kind of 

'^•Adam's catering for one 
audience. And if you cater for a 
really young audience then you 
die with them. You can be nice 
but if you become over-nice, you 
become sickly and boring. 

"The reason The Beatles lasted 
so long," he points out with his 
usual heartening optimism, "is 
because they catered for 


31 









THE CURE 
PORNOGRAPHY 

Album and Cassette 


m ^ 



RCEDOMEHCE PEDSZOUD 
CEHCTTAYWTREBORPCE 
BKREE LSAMOHTLG 1 IZA 
UAED 1 DURSCRAMNGZOD 
LTCGETECTE 1 AYOGOKO 
CTSZRGTEDTXOLBZUSR 
NAAYAAR 1 R 1 JAPASNRA 
UYPSOWHALMRGYOODDL 
GPSTDTMCUOWYASOSE 1 

EjES^NDjE^^ 

SAIAATYMLI PHGBEUPV 
PEENRI 1 LTSC 1 RAGPEE 
SDSUSXNSDRHETAT 1 ES 

ABRASIVE WHEELS COURT MARTIAL PASSAGE 

ANTI-NOWHERE CUDDLY TOYS PERRY HAINES 

LEAGUE DEAD OR ALIVE PIGBAG 

ANTI PASTI DEAD WRETCHED PINSKI ZOO 

ATTAK DEPECHE MODE RED ALERT 

BALLISTIC KISSES EXPLOITED ROBERT WYATT 

LPOSACASWDETETBPPD 
ECIMIPOIEXULTAIAAI 
ESAG 1 KLLPNECA 1 VRTC 
HFATBDCL1RSLPDRTCC 
WDNRSWOIENY1KLECHS 
EABWT 1 EHTDNCBG 1 RSN 
VGA LT AWE 1 SOEDLOWEW 

BLITZ FAD GADGET RUDI 

BONGOS GUN CLUB SCRITTI POLITTI 

CAPTAIN SENSIBLE HIGSONS SINATRAS 

CHAOS U.K. LORA LOGIC THOMAS LEER 

CHARGE ^ LYDIA LUNCH WEEKEND 

1NXE1ONAKL1AWNEWSO 
SEDNNTL 1 CEG LGMOEAN 

A F 1 1 OUZNSDNELRAEM 1 
RPTWNO1AANNDDADNOT 

CLOCK DVA NEW ORDER YAZOO 

COLIN NEWMAN ZOUNDS 

BNECOSCFWDAEDEBKHN 
ANHSEN 1 AHYRREPNETA 
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KNOCKIN' 


CHARIOT PROMISES 


'♦TIME PIECES 

THE BEST OF ERIC CLAPTON 


THE NEW ALBUM 

FEATURING THE HIT SINGLE LAYLA 
AND 10 OTHER CLASSIC TRACKS 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON CASSETTE 








DARYL 
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JOHN 

OATES 


PRIVATE-EYES 
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Mark Ellen? He sounded 
absolutely wonderful on 
"Roundtable" with the gorgeous 
Steve Davis. 



His snooker's improved too. 


In reply to the Japan fan in your 
last ish moaning that The 
Associates are copying the 
"original and distinctive" Japan. 
Did you ever listen to their early 
" rts? No, of course not! How 

_ut the sub-New York Dolls HM 

LP "Adolescent Sex"? How about 
"Obscure Alternatives" where 
Tom Verlaine and Television got 
the copyist treatment? No? 

Of course, you came in when 
Dave had a haircut, learned how 
to use the old Max Factor and 
realised that a little "Ferryesque" 
rooning would shift the units. 
Original and distinctive"? 
Hardly that. Having said that 
however, I like both groups, but 
just try comparing "Tin Drum" 
with The Associates "Fourth 


Drawer Down". 

Think before you write. 
Geoff McCartney. 


Any relation? 


Dear Japan Fan, 

I agree totally — "Too many 
people have copied Japan. . 

Yes, there was one on TOTP the 
other night. Bryan Ferry I think 

JackieFteader' No Fixed Abode 

How is it that recently (last year) 
you have been anti-punk. You 


only review punk singles if you 
have to, or to fill space, and when 
you do give them a really bad 
write-off (e.g. Anti-Nowhere 
League and The Expelled, last 


Anti-Nowhere League or 
Exploited). All the penpals are 


Not that long ago when the 
businessmen thought that punk 
was at its height you were saying 
nice things about punk, you 
printed interviews, you even had 
Johnny Rotten on your cover. 


trends or what the bosses think is 
good enough. You shouldn't 
neglect punk or anything else for 
that matter just because some 

fashion .^here are still punks 
and lots of new groups which 
haven't been given a chance by 
people like you. 











How about some unbiased 
reviews or info? 

The Punk With The Illegible 
Signature, Edinburgh. 


There's a lot of fair 
but let's get a fewThings 


Exploited single (for 
instance) gets slated in these 
pages it's because the writer 
honestly and genuinely 
thinks it's awful. A lot of 
records that we praise are 


anything but "fashionable". 
We're constantly on the 


groups to write about but 

few who show any spark of 
originality. You've enclosed 
a list of the acts we 


days but quite a few of them 
(Exploited. ANL. Vice 
Squad, Crass. Scars, SLF, 
Siouxsie, Dead Kennedys & 
Honey Bane) have been 


say something about ou 


This has been a very long 
reply. Do I win a record 
token? 


How do you pronounce Bauhaus? 
Stupid. Leicester. 


We are constantly being 
reminded that "home taping is 
killing music and it's illegal", but 
has anyone really considered 
this deeply? 

that album has lost one sale, so if 
many people do this then many 
sales are lost, maybe deciding 
an album's fate in the charts. But 
maybe the album is priced too 
highly for some people to afford 
so if it is taped at home, although 
the groups will, in the long run, 
suffer slightly, they have 
perhaps influenced another 
member of the public to their 
style of music, so increasing the 
group's popularity. 

So, maybe it will kill the music 
trade, but isn't it better to know 
that people have got the album 
at home (even if it was taped 
illegally) rather than just the 
lucky few who can afford the 
price of it? 

Jennie Stephens, Bournemouth. 



I had a poor childhood. I was 
bom just outside a town called 
Wedlock. My father was a 
professional carol singer. My 
parents used to play little tricks 
on me. One day I got home from 
school and they'd moved. They 
used to take me to Scotland for 
my holidays but I always found 
my way back. My God. we were 

My Dad was very thoughtful 
though, cos in winter he'd come 
and put an electric fire in my 
bath. My Dad came to a tragic 


:th. My Dac 
d, he fell ii 
A tragic end but a 1 


rely finish! 


Whilst watching TOTP on 
Thursday. April 1 and seeing 
Bryan Ferry putting on his 
pained expression. I thought how 
much he looked like Martin Fry of 
ABC when he had his pained 
expression on. Please could you 
print a picture of both with these 
expressions on to show everyone 
else? 

Nicola Smart, Maidenhead. 



Take one copy of Roxy Music's 
"Flesh And Blood", one copy of 
Magazine's 'The Correct Use Of 
Soap", one copy of Joy Division's 
"Closer", one copy of Ultravox's 
"Rage In Eden" and mix them all 
together. What do you get? 

Well, look at the sleeve of 


David Wilson, Chelsea. 


Could you please print a picture 
of your wonderful Barry in a bow 
tie and top hat? Go on . . . aww 

! Kimberley. Aberdeen. 


We gave him 40p and 
despatched him to the photo 
booth at Oxford Circus 
Underground. Needless to 
say. he's not been seen 


If I got rid of Barry for you would 
you give me a £5 Record Token. 


rho The Human League are? 
o fan. Aylesbury. 


Doesn't look as though it'll 
be necessary. He's still not 
back from the station. 


I don't supp _ _ _ ,_ 

little unidentified flying objects 
called "monkee nuts" avec little 
colourful stickers stuck on then 
wizzing in all directions at th 
Haircut One Hundred gig at 
Walthamstow. If so then I mi 
confess that the little culprit 
mel! 

Bonne, Hornchurch. 


"Land Of Make Believe" said: 
"the rot starts here" and "to quote 
the pathetic lyrics, not for all the 


Carolina", yet the song managed 
to get to Number One. 

The same goes for "My Camera 
Never Lies": "sorry. Fizz fans, this 
is horrible". Dave Rimmer may 
find it horrible but obviously the 


public dc_ 

Number One. 

Please note, I am not their 
greatest fan but I'm feeling sorry 


Sophie Schopflin. London N19. 


the beginning of Dollar's single 
"Give Me Back My Heart" is like 
the beginning of Tm Not In Love" 
by lOcc 7^ ^ ^ 


The only difference between Rick 
Parfitt's jeans (TOTP April 1) and 
my brother's, is that my brother's 
are in the dustbin. 

A Simon Le Bon Lover. 
Birmingham. 


xr for the last couple of 


Did you know that Nick Heyward 
has dimples on his knees? 
Lucienne, Reading. 


about the treatment you give 
some groups. In particular Bucks 
Fizz. The review of their single 


Doesn't time fly? I've just seen 
TOTP with John Peel presenting 

Is it 1996 already? 

Casaul Lion. Sutton. 


IN THE NEXT II 



d his suits. 

BUCKS FIZZ 

Call 'em corny, call 'em what you like, but they make great records. 

AUTOGRAPHED 

AXtnaL 

ALBUMS TO BE WON O 

(Yes, I know that's what we said last time and we gave away 
Madness LP's instead but, y'see, the Alts album was postponed 
and so we had to put it all back and, look, if you think this Job's 
easy you should see our production schedules. Someone just 
asked who's going to be on the cover of the next Christmas issue. 

It's hardly reasonable, now is it?) 

Sorry about that. Must be the heat in here. Then there'll be all the 
usual hit songwords, posters, news, views, reviews, pics, staples 
and so on. There may even be another trailer. I shall start on it right 

SHITS AVAILABLE MAY 13th 
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FREE 


T-SHIRT 

TO SMASH HITS READERS 


HON I BASIL 


NEW SINGLE 

NOBODY i 

OUT NOW 
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COMPLETE 

MADNESS 


VIDEO & ALBUMS 


COMPLETELY FREE! 



disco dancing down the old Goat and Muesli, ljust wante< 

'That's girls all over." agreed Tom s mate Duggie. "Rom< 
"Leave it. I reckon ." Tom nodded wisely, thoughtfully mi 


June's, 





















THE QUICK ** 



NEW SINGLE 

THE RHYTHM 
OF THE 
JUNGLE 



















OUT&A 

BARRYY 

"Girls will be Boys and Boys will 
be Girls'". . . That, chums, is a 
quotation from a 
much-talked-about new tome 
that hits the bookshelves this 
week, proudly entitled "The 
Thoughts Of Chairman Baz”. 
Known to its publishers. Stefan 
Nonsenz Ltd, as 'The Little Read 
Book" (not sure why they spell it 
like that) and yours for the 

knock-down price of £1.25 (or for Steve Singleton of ABC when 

65p you can get one signed by the he tells me his main hobby is 

author, moi, which includes a "meeting people". Told him min« 

free £2 book token. Not bad eh?) were making my own gum boots 

But why, you're all musing, does and pressing wild flowers and h< 

the mighty bard. Baz, ponder seemed quite lost for words. He'c 

thus? Parce-que. mes amis. made this list in January of the 

brow-furrowing news reaches three people he'd like to bump 

Gossip City (my desk, actually) into — Kate Bush. Mick Kara 

that those nutty folk, Madness, and David Bowie and — stone 

are appearing in, ahem, me! — he's met 'em all. Ran into 

"non-male attire" in the video for Kate at a party (who hasn't, 

their new single "House Of Fun". mind), met Mick in a 

It's fact: ChrUsy. Lee and supermarket in Kensington 

Barson are wearing dresses. buying apples and eggs (no . 

"House Of Pervs", more like. details escape the owl-like,lugs 

Worse, pals, is the rather of Baz) and got old dodgy 

sordid tale of this funny chap. dentures David's autograph 

Marc Almond. Just did a photo when he dropped in while they 

session in the nude. That's not a were recording the ABC LP. 

club called 'The Nude" or which'll be mugging your wallet: 

anything (as in: "Wow. in June. Only trouble is. quoth 

may-ziing! We're goin' down Martin Try of said disc, we'll 

'The Nude' t'nightl"). I mean, like. need at least two months for the 

not a stitch of clothing! A cover design if it's to be as good 

birthday suit job, no less. as the contents. Never a 

Phonogram were fed up. Had comer-cutter, that lad. 

to purchase all the snaps for over And talking of Japan (which I 

£2000 to keep them out of the sort of was), did you know that 

public eye. A mercy. I reckon. David Silvikrin and the lads 

Tell you who's a certified get the thumbs-up from none 

regular guy and that’s old Terry other than world snooker ace. 

Chambers of XTC. Just flown Steve Davis? Thought not. Or 

off to the sun-scorched, that he and Adam swapped 

'roo-ridden, lager-laden autographs when the twosome 

outbacks of Australia (poetic eh?) did Swapshop together? Learn a 

to get hitched to his best girl, little something every day . .. 

Donna. Met her two years ago on ... Or that this dodgey Pete 

marry me (sigh). for Bucks Fizz, used to pen ver] 

Here's a touching tale. wonky songs like "21st Century 

Chin-wagging with saxchap Schizoid Man" and "In The Court 

Of The Crimson King" in the 
early 70s? Aha! Two little 

Rnmothinqa 

'fTl 

L“J 

Gary Long: nearly one less bachelor 
Casualty Comer: suffering 
pedal-pusher Gary Long of 
Tenpole Tudor was treading 
along Ludgate Circus when he 
got knocked off by a taxi and lost 
his front teeth. Upset me. that. 
Driver probably hadn't had a tip 
in the last five minutes. I'll give 
him a tip. mate: watch where yer 
going! And don't smoke in bed, 
that's another ... 
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